THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

turbed for twenty-seven years, to his astonishment he
found his father's name written on page 120. It was
this incident which first led him to make a serious
investigation, for, like his friend Professor Hare, he
had up till that time been a strong materialist.

In April, 1854, the Hon, James Shields presented
a memorial,* praying for inquiry, to the United States
legislature, with thirteen thousand signatures attached,
and with the name of Governor Tallmadge at the head
of the list. After a frivolous discussion, in which Mr.
Shields, who presented the petition, referred to the
belief held by the petitioners as due to a delusion
arising from defective education or deranged mental
faculties, it was formally agreed that the petition
should lie upon the table. Mr. E. W. Capron has
this comment: f

It is not probable that any of the memorialists expected
more favourable treatment than they received. The car-
penters and fishermen of the world are the ones to investi-
gate new truths and make Senates and Crowns believe and
respect them. It is in vain to look for the reception or
respect of new truths by men in high places.

The first regular Spiritualist organization was
formed in New York on June 10, 1854. It was
entitled the " Society for the Diffusion of Spiritual
Knowledge/' and included among its members such
prominent people as Judge Edmonds and Governor
Tallmadge, of Wisconsin.

Among the activities of the society was the estab-

* See Capron, " Modern Spiritualism," pp. 359-363.
t " Modern Spiritualism/' p. 375.
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